GHRANIM   AND   HIS   BROTHER

religion; but a Moslem coming to Hayil, or even a Prankish
stranger easily bending and assenting to them, might find the
Shammar townspeople hospitable, and they are accounted such
And first I was called to one Ghrdnim, the Prince's jeweller and
his brother Ghruneym.   They were rich men, of the smiths' t^aste
formerly of Jauf, where are some of the best sanies, for tteir work
in metal, wood, and stone, in nomad Arabia. Abeyd at the takine
of the place found these men the best of their craft  andlS
brought them perforce to Hayil. They are continually busied to
labour for the princes, in the making and embellishing of sword-
hilts with silver and gold wire, and the inlaying of gun-stocks
with glittering scales of the same. All the best sword-blades and
matchlocks, taken (from the Beduw) in Ibn Rashid's forays are
sent to them to be remounted, and are then laid up in the castle
armoury.   Of these, some very good Persian and Indian blades
are put in the hands of the Emir's men-at-arms.  In his youth
Ghranim had wandered in his metal trade about the Hauran, and
now he asked me of the sheykhs of the Druses, such and'such
whom he had known, were they yet alive. The man was fanatical
his understanding was in his hands, and his meditations were not
always of the wise in the world: so daily meeting me, Ghranim
said before other words, 'Khalil, I am thine enemy!' and in the
end he would proffer his friendly counsels.-He had made this
new clay house and adorned it with all his smith's art. Upon the
earthen walls, stained with ochre, were devices of birds and
flowers, and koran versets in white daubing of jiss,-which is
found everywhere in the desert sand: the most houses at Hayil
are very well built, though the matter be rude. He had built a
double wall with a casement in each, to let the light pass, and
not the weather.   I saw no sooty smith's forge within* but
Ghranim was sitting freshly clad at his labour, in his best cham-
ber; his floor was spread with fine matting, and the sitting places
were Bagdad carpets.   His brother Ghruneym called away the
hakim to his own house to breakfast: he was hindered in his craft
by sickness and the Emir ofttimes threatened to forsake him. His
son showed me an army rifle [from India] whereupon I found
the Tower mark; the sights-they not understanding their use!-
kad been taken away.
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